
Fr Ryan Homily 4/17/22 – Easter Sunday 

Read: Acts of the Apostles 10:43a, 37-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Colossians 

3:1-4; John 20:1-9 

   I love Mary Magdalene, or St Mary of Magdala, you just heard she was one of 

the first witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection but her whole life kinda strikes a chord 

with me. I think it does for a lot of people, maybe you as well, because Jesus 

changed her life. We’re told in scripture, the first thing we’re told about her 

before she met Jesus, is that Mary Magdalene had seven demons living inside of 

her. If you’re not aware like seven in scripture is like the number of perfection – 

seven days of creation, seven sacraments of the church – well to have seven 

demons inside of you that means you’re completely given over to darkness. 

You’re completely gone. God had nothing to do with her life. Tradition even says 

that she lived as a prostitute, though scripture never really makes that clear, but 

she was someone who had maybe never been loved genuinely a day in her life or 

at least not for a very long time. And then Jesus arrived and loved her with this 

pure and holy, real love and her soul came to life because of Him. He called her 

out of darkness. Cause here’s the thing, I think it’s safe to say that before she met 

Jesus, Mary Magdalene probably thought that there was a period at the end of 

her life already. It was done, over, period. The best was already behind her. 

There’s just no coming back from where I am because dead things stay dead. You 

know that. Seven demons making their home in her soul. Mary Magdalene knew 

her soul was dead and dead things stay dead. If you’ve ever seen the tv show The 

Chosen, it’s so good if you haven’t, I think they’ve put out two seasons now. But 

every episode of The Chosen is about different followers of Jesus, so the 12 

apostles or Mary Magdalene, Nicodemus, whoever it is. The very first episode of 

the first season is about Mary Magdalene. But at the beginning of the episode 

they call her Lily. We know this is Mary Magdalene because we know the gospel, 

but everyone refers to her as Lily. She is living in the red district of town, which is 

where the prostitutes live and she’s been used, abused, and discarded; no one 

cares for her – not genuinely. And she goes by Lily because she’s not living as her 

true self anymore. She’s forsaken that identity that God had given her which is 

true for so many people is it not? They breath air and they eat food, they walk 

around but they’re not living. Not really because they’ve walked away from their 

true selves. That was Mary Magdalene. And Jesus this whole time in the show has 



been watching Lily, watching Mary Magdalene. They kinda see each other but 

He’s on the peripheral until finally she’s at her lowest moment when she’s ready 

to throw it all away one night. And she leaves this bar and goes out into the 

darkness by herself. Jesus follows her and all He does is call out to her. Mary, 

Mary of Magdala and it stops her in her tracks. She turns around and asks how do 

you know that name? Who are you? Jesus responds and He says these words that 

can bring Mary to life again, He says thus says the Lord who created you and He 

who formed you, fear not for I have redeemed you, I’ve called you by name, you 

are mine! He places His hands on her head and He blesses her and then this 

amazing moment, whereas this woman Lily who had put to rest her identity, Mary 

her original self, who thought dead things will always stay dead was brought to 

life again. Jesus embraces her and forgives her life. The identity she thought she 

had lost forever was given back all because Jesus loved her with God’s love. And 

this is what Jesus does in everybody’s life. He brings dead things back to life; He 

brings dead people back to life. He brought Mary Magdalene back to life. He can 

bring anyone back to life – you, me, anyone! And here’s the important part – not 

just once. He can do it as many times as He needs to in your life because we 

struggle to stay faithful. To be faithful and we fall. Mary Magdalene I’m sure 

struggled and fell after Jesus brought her back to life. After she was no longer Lily. 

After she was Mary again. And you know again, in that show The Chosen there is 

a scene in one of the later episodes with Mary Magdalene, and this is not in 

scripture, but I think this is a beautiful moment to reflect on because it could have 

happened. It could’ve played out like this where Mary at one point, she’s been 

following Jesus for a while now but then has a night of weakness. She fell back 

into her old life, and she gave herself away again. Mary can’t even bring herself to 

go to Jesus. Someone has to bring her to Him because she’s just so ashamed. This 

man who brought her back to life and she let Him down. Mary can’t even meet 

Jesus’ eyes. The two of them are standing in a tent, facing each other, and I can 

relate to a lot to this conversation that they have, maybe you can too. Maybe 

you’re where Mary Magdalene was at and you just need to hear these responses 

from Jesus. Jesus starts and He says so it’s good to have you back. Mary 

Magdalene is looking down and crying, she’s so embarrassed that Jesus knows 

what she’s done. She says, I don’t know what to say. I don’t require much says 

Jesus. I’m so ashamed. You redeemed me and I threw it all away. I love what Jesus 

says, He says that’s not much of a redemption if it can be lost in a day is it? And 



Mary says I owe you everything I just don’t think I can do it. Jesus says do what? 

She says live up to it, repay you. How can I leave, go back to the place that I was? 

And I didn’t come back on my own, they had to come and get me. I just can’t live 

up to it. Jesus nods and He says well, that’s true but you don’t have to. I just want 

your heart. The Father just wants your heart. Give us that. But you already have, 

and the rest will come in time. And Mary Magdalene, she can’t even speak. All she 

can do is kinda nod, tears are falling down her face and Jesus said did you really 

think you’d never struggle or sin again? I know how painful that moment was for 

you. Mary says quickly I shouldn’t. Jesus says someday but not now. And then 

there’s this kinda long, awkward pause between them. And Mary Magdalene with 

tears in her eyes, she finally can say I’m just so sorry. Look up Jesus says. Mary 

says I can’t. You can, look at Me. She raises her eyes to Him, still so ashamed with 

herself, with what she’s done, and Jesus says these words that all of us need to 

hear – I forgive you, it’s over. I forgive you, it’s over. Mary Magdalene just 

collapses into His arms; she’s so overcome by Jesus’ mercy. And I think that 

interaction is so great because Mary thought well once, He can bring me back to 

life once but that’s it. Because now I’ve gone and I’ve thrown it away. I’ve thrown 

the gift away and now I’m really done. But you see that’s not who Jesus is. With 

Jesus, dead things never have to stay dead. He will always bring you back to life. 

And that doesn’t mean we treat this like it’s a revolving door, in and out of sin all 

the time. We’re striving to stay faithful to Him because that’s how He loves us. 

Faithfully, totally, completely. But if we fall, He will always raise us up again. But I 

know it can be really hard for that truth to stick, can’t it? for us to get it because 

we’re always kinda on the verge of not believing in His mercy, that one day His 

mercy will probably run out and we’ll have gone to far. Even Mary Magdalene, 

even after these encounters with Jesus, He brings her back to life, she still 

assumes on Easter morning that dead things are gonna stay dead. Jesus is dead 

and that’s why Mary has brought these anointing oils and perfume because Jesus 

is dead. And dead things stay dead. He’s not coming back. And for us, just like 

Mary on that morning, it takes an encounter with the risen Lord to prove to us 

that for Jesus, dead things don’t stay dead. The resurrection proves Jesus is who 

He says He is. The resurrection proves that there’s no such thing as a life that is 

over or too far gone or irredeemable. The resurrection proves that there is no 

exception to the rule that dead things don’t have to stay dead. Not you, not me, 

not anyone. So I really love St Mary Magdalene because she reminds us, she 



reminds me, that Jesus has never forgotten our deepest, truest self even if we 

have. He calls out to us as we go running off into the darkness like He did for her. 

Mary, Mary of Magdala. He calls out your name too and He speaks to you as we 

celebrate Easter this morning as He once spoke to Mary Magdalene. Thus says the 

Lord who created you, He who formed you, fear not for I have redeemed you. I 

have called you by name. You are mine.  

Amen 


